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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the initial filing on 3/24/2004. Claims 1 -37 are 
currently pending and have been considered below. 

2. Examiner's Note: Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in 
the prior art of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should consider fully the entire 
reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the 
content of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kaminkow et al. 
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Claim 1: 

Kam in kow discloses a system for tracking individual activity, comprising: 

(a) a remote site including: 

a plurality of interactive devices that each engage an individual in an 
interactive activity (Figures 1-3); 

a plurality of RF enclosures, wherein each respective enclosure is coupled to 
a respective interactive device, and wherein each enclosure includes an RF reader and 
a display (Figure 2 and 3); 

(b) a plurality of RF transponders, wherein each transponder includes a 
respective identifier; and 

wherein when the transponder is placed in proximity to the RF enclosure , 
the identifier is obtained by the RF reader (Figures 1-3, paragraph 0057. The underlined 
claim language is an optional claim language-"if or "when". Therefore no patentable 
weight is given); 

(c) a central site, wherein the central site is in at least periodic communication 
with the remote site; 

the central site including a database; and 

wherein the database stores the identifier for each transponder and further 
stores information associated with each respective identifier, the information including 
information regarding an individual in possession of the respective transponder 
(paragraphs 01 1 7 and 1 1 8). 
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Claim 2: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 1 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the information includes information regarding an 
individual in possession of the respective transponder, including a point balance, and 
wherein the point balance is reflective of the individual's activity at the plurality of 
interactive devices (paragraph 0055). 

Claim 3: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 1 as described above and further 
discloses, wherein the information includes information regarding an individual in 
possession of the respective transponder, including a point balance, and wherein the 
point balance is an accumulation of points based on the individual's activity at the 
plurality of interactive devices and awards from an establishment utilizing the system 
(paragraph 0055). 

Claim 4: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 2 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the points have a monetary value and are redeemable (paragraph 
0061). 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,536 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3688 

Claim 5: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 1 as described above and further 
discloses wherein information stored in the database further includes session activity, 
where a session is the time period from the time the transponder is placed in proximity 
to the RF reader until a logout event (paragraph 0068). 

Claim 6: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 1 as described above and further 
discloses wherein when the transponder is placed in proximity to the RF enclosure, the 
identifier is obtained by the RF reader and transmitted to the central site, wherein upon 
receiving the identifier, the central site transmits information to the respective enclosure 
at the remote site, including information regarding an individual in possession of the 
respective transponder and a point balance for the individual, wherein the information is 
displayed to the individual (paragraph 01 17 and 01 18). 

Claims 7-10: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 1 as described above and further 
discloses the plurality of interactive devices include gaming devices, kiosks, and pay 
stations, slot machines and gaming tables; wherein the RF enclosure further includes a 
keypad and a controller (paragraphs 0070 and 0071). 
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Claim 11: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 1 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the central site is in at least periodic communication with each remote 
site, and wherein the database stores information accumulated from all of the remote 
sites (paragraph 0059). 

Claim 12: 

Kaminkow discloses a system for tracking individual activity, comprising: 
an interactive device that engages an individual in an interactive activity; 

an RF enclosure, wherein the enclosure is coupled to the interactive device, and 
wherein the enclosure includes an RF reader and a display (paragraph 0086); 

an RF transponder, wherein the transponder includes an identifier; and 

wherein when the transponder is placed in proximity to the RF enclosure , the 
identifier is obtained by the RF reader (Figures 1-3, paragraph 0057. The underlined 
claim is given no patentable weight because it is an optional claim). 

Claim 13: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 12 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the display displays a point balance, the point balance reflective of 
the individual's activity at the interactive device and other interactive devices (paragraph 
0055). 
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Claims 14: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 12 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the RF enclosure is coupled to a computing device that is designed 
for at least periodic communication with a central site (paragraph 0059). 

Claims 15-19: 

Kaminkow discloses the system of claim 12 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the RF enclosure further includes a keypad; wherein the display and 
the keypad are integral; wherein the RF enclosure further includes a keypad and 
a controller; wherein the interactive device is one of a gaming device, a kiosk, and a pay 
station; and wherein the gaming device is one of a slot machine and a gaming table 
(paragraphs 0070 and 0071). 

Claims 20 and 21: 

Kaminkow discloses a method for tracking individual activity, comprising: 
receiving, at an interactive device at a remote site, an RF signal from a transponder 
held by an individual, the signal including an identifier; 

transmitting the identifier to a central site; and tracking activity by the individual 
until a logout event, wherein information about the activity is stored at the central site 
(Figures 2-3, paragraphs 01 1 7 and 01 1 8). 
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Claim 22: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 21 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the information includes a point balance (paragraph 0055). 

Claim 23: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 20 as described above and further 
discloses wherein tracking activity by the individual includes accumulating a point 
balance for the individual reflective of the individual's activity (paragraph 0055); 

Claim 24: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 20 as described above and further 
discloses wherein tracking activity by the individual includes accumulating a point 
balance for the individual reflective of the individual's activity; and permitting the 
individual to redeem points in the point balance for cash at the interactive device without 
assistance of other persons (paragraph 0055 and 0070). 

Claim 25: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 20 as described above and further 
discloses: 

receiving, at the interactive device, an enroll signal; 

receiving, at an interactive device, an RF signal from a transponder held by an 
individual, the signal including an identifier; 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,536 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3688 

prompting the individual to enter a PIN; 

transmitting the identifier and PIN to a central sit (paragraphs 0099, 0101 and 

0129). 

Claim 26: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 24 as described above and further 
discloses: prior to receiving an RF signal from a transponder held by an individual , 
receiving, at the interactive device, an RF signal from a transponder held by an 
employee, the signal including an employee identifier (paragraph 0107). 

Claim 27: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 20 as described above and further 
discloses generating a plurality of reports at the central site relating to activities 
conducted on the plurality interactive devices at the plurality remote sites; and 
displaying a report to an authorized individual at a remote site (paragraph 0084 and 
0113). 

Claim 28: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 26 as described above and further 
discloses wherein one of the report relates to the current activity of a single individual in 
real time (paragraph 0062). 
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Claim 29: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 26 as described above and further 
discloses wherein the reports are displayed to authorized personnel over the internet 
(paragraph 0068). 

Claim 30: 

Kaminkow discloses a method for tracking individual activity, comprising: 

receiving, at any one of a plurality of interactive devices at any one of a plurality 
remote sites, an RF signal from a transponder held by an individual, the signal including 
an identifier; transmitting the identifier to a central site; tracking, by the remote site, 
activity by the individual at the interactive device until a logout event, wherein 
information about the activity is stored at the central site; generating a plurality of 
reports at the central site relating to activities conducted on the plurality interactive 
devices at the plurality remote sites; and displaying a report to an authorized individual 
at a remote site (paragraphs 0068, 0084, 011 3, 01 1 7 and 01 1 8). 
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Claims 31-33: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 30 as described above and further 
discloses wherein one of the reports relates to the activity of a single individual; wherein 
the one report reflects current activity for the individual in real time; and wherein the 
report is displayed to authorized personnel over the internet (paragraph 0062 and 
0068). 

Claim 34: 

Kaminkow discloses a method for tracking individual activity, comprising: 
receiving, at an interactive device at a remote site, an enroll signal; receiving, at an 
interactive device at a remote site, an RF signal from a transponder held by an 
individual, the signal including an identifier; prompting the individual to enter a PIN; and 
transmitting the identifier and PIN to a central site (paragraphs 0099, 0101 and 0129). 

Claim 35: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 34 as described above and further 
discloses tracking activity by the individual until a logout event, wherein information 
about the activity is stored at the central site (paragraphs 01 17 and 01 18). 
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Claim 36: 

Kaminkow discloses the method of claim 34 as described above and further 
discloses prior to receiving an RF signal from a transponder held by an individual, 
receiving, at the interactive device, an RF signal from a transponder held by an 
employee, the signal including an employee identifier (paragraph 0107). 

Claim 37: 

Kaminkow discloses a method for tracking individual activity, comprising: 
receiving, at an interactive device at a remote site, an RF signal from a transponder 
held by an individual, the signal including an identifier; 

transmitting the identifier to a central site; 

using the identifier at the central site to retrieve a point balance for the individual; 

transmitting, by the central site, the information to the interactive device; 
displaying, by the interactive device, the point balance; and 
permitting the individual to redeem points in the point balance for cash at the 

interactive device without assistance of other persons (paragraph 0055, 0061 and 

0070). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The examiner notes that the following references included in the 
Applicant's information disclosure statements are also very pertinent to the invention 
and include many, if not all, of the claimed invention 

• Fertitta (US 6,302,793) 

• Itkis (US 2003/0104865) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Min Shin whose telephone number is (571) 270-3463. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jim Myhre can be reached on (571 ) 272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MS /Donald L. Champagne/ 

9/22/2008 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



